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No matter who you are, 
or where you are  
on life's journey,  

you are welcome here!  

I am a last-minute Christmas    
shopper. Every Christmas - this past 
one included! -even though I try to 
get my shopping finished before the 
�Z�H�H�N�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���� �,�� �G�R�Q�·�W����
�7�K�H�U�H�·�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V�� �R�Q�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �J�L�I�W�� �W�K�D�W��
�Q�H�H�G�V���W�R���E�H���E�R�X�J�K�W���D�Q�G���,�·�P���X�V�X�D�O�O�\��
buying it on December 23rd. But, 
when that last gift is bought, I     
always breathe a sigh of relief and 
feel a little giddy. It always feels 
great knowing that I no longer must 
trek out to the stores, struggle to 
find a parking spot, fight another 
crowd, and wait in a long checkout 
line to buy one more trinket to be 
given as a Christmas gift.  
 
But as I drive home, the giddy     
feeling starts to wear off as another 
reality set in. Every gift that I have 
bought must be wrapped. Wrapping 
is not a fun task for me. My back 
starts to hurt as I bend over the  
table to cut the paper, which never 
goes smoothly. Then comes the 
tape. I always end up getting it 
stuck somewhere on the present 
�Z�K�H�U�H�� �L�W�·�V�� �Q�R�W�� �V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G�� �W�R�� �E�H����
Then, when I attempt to pull it off, 
the wrapping paper rips, which 
�P�H�D�Q�V���,�·�Y�H���J�R�W���W�R���V�W�D�U�W���R�Y�H�U�� 
  
Gift wrapping is not one of my 
strengths. 
  
Despite the stress of shopping and 
wrapping, the act of giving and           
receiving a gift is meant to            
be a meaningful and spiritually sig-
nificant part of Christmas. We give 
and receive gifts to remind us of 
the greatest gift given to us by our 
gracious Heaven Father. That gift, 
of course, was the Christ child, who 
the prophet Isaiah prophesied 
would be called Immanuel, which 
�P�H�D�Q�V���´�*�R�G���Z�L�W�K���X�V���µ 
  
In Christ Jesus, God broke into our 
lives to dwell with us. He came not 
only to save us from sin, but to also 

share life with us, to experience the 
ups and downs we face, and to  
confirm his unconditional love for 
us that never wavers.  
 
In other words, he gave us the            
present of his presence. 
  
Gifts that come wrapped in shiny 
paper or in a beautiful bag can be 
�K�H�D�U�W�I�H�O�W�� �W�R�N�H�Q�V�� �R�I�� �R�Q�H�·�V�� �O�R�Y�H��������������������
�I�R�U�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���� �,�W�·�V�� �R�N�D�\�� �W�R�� �J�L�Y�H�� �J�L�I�W�V����
especially if they are in the spirit of 
love and not to get something           
in return. However, the greatest 
present that we can give someone 
is the present of presence; to             
simply show up for the good times 
and the bad. In doing so, in showing 
up, we embody and proclaim the 
love of God, who chose to come to 
us even in our messiness.  
 
To show up and to be present             
for someone else is an act of             
sacrificial, unconditional love                
that truly embodies the spirit                
of Christmas.  
 
Moreover, it is a gift that goes        
beyond Christmas as well. It is a gift 
that can be given throughout the 
year, allowing us to celebrate the 
true Spirit of Christmas year-round. 
So, as we journey into the new year, 
carrying the Christmas spirit within 
our hearts, I encourage you to give 
the present of your presence,           
committing to share life with others 
during the good and the bad times. 
In other words, I encourage you              
to share the love of Jesus,           
Immanuel ... God with Us. Amen. 
 
Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Look, the young woman 

is with child and shall bear a son, 
�D�Q�G���V�K�D�O�O���Q�D�P�H���K�L�P���,�P�P�D�Q�X�H�O���µ��
Isaiah 7:14 
 
 
God Bless, Pastor John 


