From the Desk of Pastor John
“The point is this:
whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully.
Each one must give
as he has decided in his heart,
not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (emphasis added)
Spiritual disciplines are practices that we
incorporate into our lives to understand God’s
character and draw closer to Him. They help us
grow and strengthen our faith. There are many
different spiritual disciplines in which we can engage; you may already be doing some of them and
not even know it!
Prayer is a spiritual discipline.
Hopefully, each of you carves
out time in your day for this
practice. Authentic prayer is a
conversation with God, allowing
us to be in communication with
Him. It gives us the opportunity
to shut the world out for a
minute, meditate on God’s Word,
and open our hearts to the
direction of the Holy Spirit. Through prayer, we not
only reveal ourselves to God, but God makes
Himself known to us and draws us closer to Him.

demonstrate God’s will for creation and His desire
to be in relationship with humankind. When we
study scripture and how God has broken into our
world (especially through Jesus), we are reminded
of God’s promises and commandments, leading us
to a better understanding of how to walk with God.
Did you know that giving is also a spiritual
practice? Too often, we think of giving as a simple
response to a command. It is something we do
because we are “supposed to.” We know that we
should give “cheerfully” (though that is sometimes
difficult!) and we know that it’s better to give than
receive. But… Why? Why is it better to give?
What is the purpose and how is giving a spiritual
discipline?
First, giving requires us to shift our focus off of
ourselves, directing it towards others and God. It
requires us to see the needs of
others, giving us compassion
and empathy for our neighbor.
As we see others’ needs and
respond to them, we live out
Jesus’s command to love our
neighbor and come to
understand the love of God.

It is with grateful
hearts that we give.

Bible study is another spiritual discipline, offering
us a glimpse of God’s character and helping us
grow in our faith. Stories given to us in Scripture

Additionally, giving of our
resources, especially our
financial resources, makes us
less dependent on them and more dependent on
God. To give more and be comfortable with having
less, we must lean more into God, trusting Him
to provide.

(Continued on page 2)
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Lastly, as I say every Sunday and preached on
October 10th, we give out of a sense of gratitude.
As scripture tells us, all good things are gifts from
God, given not because we have earned them, but
because God is gracious and merciful. That is His
very nature. Giving helps us remember God’s grace
by responding in kind, giving back to God by
giving to his church and his beloved children.
Throughout October, we have discussed
stewardship. We have recognized how God has
called us to give of our time, physical abilities, gifts
and talents, and financial resources to the ministry
of loving our neighbor and sharing Christ’s
kingdom. I encourage each of you to continue to
prayerfully consider how you can engage in the
spiritual disciple of giving, through which you may
come to understand God’s grace, grow in
compassion for your neighbor, and draw closer
to God.

God Bless, Pastor John

Take Time to Offer
Thankgsiving
"The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart
trusts in Him, and he helps me. My heart leaps for
joy, and with my song I praise Him.” - Psalm 28:7
You and your neighbors are invited to gather together
to ask the Lord’s blessing. This will be a worship of
prayer, thanksgiving and praise.

Wednesday, November 24
Thanksgiving Eve Worship
6:30 p.m.

From the Moderator
In times past our ancestors would celebrate the end
of the harvest season. They would gather, eat and
drink and pay tribute to their gods for granting them
food to get them through the winter. This has
changed over time to our Thanksgiving Holiday. Far
fewer of us need to count on a successful harvest to
get us through the winter. In the United States,
Thanksgiving is a celebration of family and friends. A
time when we gather to give thanks to our God for
what we have.
As it is the season for giving thanks, it is also the end
of Pilgrim Church’s Stewardship Campaign, the time
to approach you for your annual tithe. Pilgrim United
Church of Christ is totally dependent on your
contributions to keep the lights on. It has no other
source of income. We need your tithe to pay our
Pastor and other salaries, fix the windows, mow the
lawn and paint the ceilings. It is a never ending process taking care of our spiritual home... God’s House.
That by far is our biggest expense. In the past, we
have also, through your generous contributions,
started and maintained Joyful Noise, contributed
much needed aid to the Homeless Coalition, Virginia
B Andes Clinic, Wings of Shelter, Habitat for Humanity
and many others. This is how we serve the community
where we live. You have made that difference!
So remember, the Pilgrim Congregation is the
foundation of Pilgrim Church and all the Church does.
If you haven’t already, reach for your tithe card and as
Pastor Ken says “give until it feels good!”
Thank You!
Whatever you do,
work at it with all your heart,
as working for the Lord,
not for human masters,
24 since you know that you will
receive an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward.
It is the Lord Christ
you are serving.
- Colossians 3:23-24
23

Don Anderson, Moderator

Take Time to Give

Season of Advent

Food Pantry

Save the Dates

Mondays 10:00—11:30 a.m.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me” - Matthew 25:35
Thanksgiving Food Pantry forms are due no later than
noon on Monday, November 8.
We will have our usual Food Pantry distribution on
Monday, November 8 and 15. Then on Monday,
November 22, we will have a distribution for
just those who have completed and turned in the
Thanksgiving Meals form by November 8.
Food Pantry will be closed on November 29.
We need your assistance with donations of special
items for these gifts of Thanksgiving dinners. We are
holding a special collection of:
Mashed Potatoes
Stuffing Mix
Gravy
Dessert Mix
Financial gifts for gift card purchases

Food Pantry Collection List
canned soup
saltine crackers
beef stew
canned pasta
caned tomatoes
canned green beans
canned pork n beans
canned chili
canned carrots
canned corn
canned mixed veggies
assorted canned beans
canned peas
canned fruit
ramen noodles
spaghetti sauce

dry pasta (assorted)
mac ‘n cheese
mashed potatoes
canned potatoes
rice & dry beans
dry cereal
Instant grits
oatmeal
pancake mix
syrup
peanut butter
jelly
snacks
canned tuna
toilet paper
paper towels

Saturday, November 27
10:00 a.m.
Hanging of the Greens
Pilgrims are invited to come together to prepare the
Sanctuary for the Advent Season with hanging of
garlands and wreaths and lights.
Starting November 28
Daily Advent Reading
Advent: A Calendar of Daily Devotions provides
daily devotions for Christians as they prepare to
celebrate the birth of Christ. Each day's reading,
from Sunday November 28 to Christmas Day, is
based on the Revised Common Lectionary and
includes the Scripture, a short devotion, and a
brief prayer and it's printed with a larger font for
ease of reading.
One book per household will be available on Sunday,
November 21.
Starting December 1 with Pastor John
Advent Weekly Bible Study
Wednesdays Noon and 6:30 p.m.,
In Incarnation: Rediscovering the
Significance of Christmas, best-selling
author Adam Hamilton examines the
names of Christ used by the gospel
writers, exploring the historical and
personal significance of his birth.
This Advent season come together to
remember what’s important. In the
face of uncertainty and conflict,
Christians reclaim the Christ Child
who brings us together, heals our
hearts, and calls us to bring light into
the darkness.
Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve Worship
6:30 p.m.

Take Time To Grow

Meeting Prayer Needs
If you would like a shawl for yourself or neighbor,
please call the Pilgrim Church office or reach out to
our creative knitter, Gayle Bratton.
Prayer Group meeting on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.
in the Coffee Room.

Pilgrim Women
Book Club
Will meet at the Wilson home on Monday, November
1 at 6:00 p.m. for a covered dish supper and a
review of How the One-Armed Sister Sweeps the
House by Cherie Jones.

Fellowship

Adult Bible Study
Discussion leaders, David & Judi Wilson invite you to
gather Sundays following worship at 10:15 a.m. in the
Library at the rear of the Community Center.
Please join us as we study the God-directed life
and teachings of the prophet Isaiah in a format of
chapter-by-chapter and verse-by-verse.

Thursday, November 4 at 10:00 a.m.
in the Coffee Room.
The next study from The Women
of the Bible Speak is chapter 3.
We will learn and discuss two
women identified as "Outsiders".
They are Tamar which you can
read about in Genesis 38 and
Ruth which you can read about
in Ruth Chapters 1-4.
Each lesson stands alone so
please consider joining us for
this study.

Annual Christmas Luncheon

Scouting for Food
November 13, 2021, 10:00 am—2:00 p.m.
Sign up to help weigh and sort the collection!
Many hands are needed! In 2020, the Boys Scouts
collected over 1,000 lbs of food! They are expanding
their reach for 2021 and hope to double the food
items collected. Please sign up, with contact
information, even if you can serve only one hour on
this special Saturday.

Thursday, December 2.
We will carpool to Sarasota for shopping and lunch at
the Der Dutchman Restaurant.
9:30 leave church,10:30 Shop, & 11:30 Buffet
Gift Exchange of $10 value
Please R.S.V.P. by November 22
Judi Wilson, 941 380-0877
Pay in advance $21.

Prayer List
Bill Wolf
Savina Krueger
John Krueger
Jim Smith
Gloria Kurbanali
Jim Wright
Gene Rice
Adrian Roche
Louise Timchak
Ken Rankin
Michael Leonetti
Sidoney Johnston
Zander Jones
Karen McKenney
Diane Cremonini
Joe Beaudreau
Jane Beaudreau

Joan Powell
Cornelius Dolbun
Jacque Ross
Frank Ross
David & Kaye Hall
Valerie Forge
Esther Arlene Robbins
Richard McLemore
Mary Rose Binski
Lorraine O'Keefe
Melvin Keller
Hoerl Family
Ann Biski
Marge Trayner

November Birthdays
Did we miss a birthday? Please call or email the
office, so we may update the records.
1

Pat Malagisi

2

Zach Schrock

4

Joyce Faber
Lisa Noles

5

John Barnette
John Biluk
Steve Vallillo

6

Louise Timchak
Doug Yokom
7

Carol Mills

9

Eileen Murray

10

Charlie Bratton
Bert Scott

11
15
24515 Rampart Boulevard
Port Charlotte, FL 33980
941-629-2633
www.pilgrimonline.org
office@pilgrimonline.org
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:30 am - 2:30 pm

Joyful Noise Learning Center

Maxine Wilson
Don Janis

17

Gene Burnell

24

Helen Phillips
Pat Smith
Danny Wineland

29

Jim Wright

941-629-4821, www.joyfulnoiselc.org

“To Help People KNOW Christ
Personally and GROW in Their Faith.”
Rev. John Barnette, Senior Pastor
Rev. Ken Ewing, Associate Pastor
All Members, Ministers
Gene Burnell, Maintenance Technician
Cat Foster, Office Administrator
Cheryl Huber, Organist
Cynthia Poudrette, Director of Joyful Noise
Jessica Warne, Sunday School Director
Russ Whittaker, Bell Choir Director
Katy Yoder, Music Director

“In all things I have shown you that by
working hard in this way we must help
the weak and remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is
more blessed to give than to receive.’”
- Acts 20:35

“’Give, and it will be given to
you. Good measure, pressed
down, shaken together,
running over, will be put into
your lap. For with the measure
you use it will be measured
back to you.’” Luke 6:38

