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 Pastor Mike’s Missive 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are coming up on the 

end of another year. This milestone gives me 

pause to ponder yet once again the great mystery 

of time. We read in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 these            

timeless lines: 

 

To every thing there is a season, and a time to 

every purpose under the heaven: 

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time                   

to plant, and a time to pluck up that which                 

is planted; 

A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break 

down, and a time to build up; 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to 

mourn, and a time to dance; 

A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 

stones together; a time to embrace, and a             

time to refrain from embracing; 

A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, 

and a time to cast away; 

A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep 

silence, and a time to speak; 

A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, 

and a time of peace. 

 

The word time, twenty-nine times in these few 

verses. The word is wearying just in the reading. 

 

Tem-pus fu-git: “time flies.” As my dear grand-

mother once told me, “Michael, the older we get, 

the faster time flies.” Wise words, as I have come 

to experience. 

 

Is time eternal? Is it uniform? Does it speed up or 

slow down? Is it imaginary? How is it defined?           

Profound questions. Einstein certainly pondered 

them. 

 

 

In scientific terms, time is a “constant” of natural 

law and is defined as the distance light travels in 

one second: some 186,282 miles. By comparison, 

at sea level sound travels at 767.2 mph. Thus, light 

travels some 242 times faster than sound. Human 

senses can perceive the speed of sound but not 

light. We see a bolt of lightning and then hear the 

clap of thunder that follows and perceive that they 

are not simultaneous. 

 

We learn in high school physics the concept of         

infinity, represented by the symbol ∞. We speak  

of God in terms of infinity and eternity. 

 

Our biological existence takes place in a                      

continuum of an unfolding present, some of  

which is under our control and some of which is 

not. We know that these unfolding “presents”  
will eventually come to an end and at that instant 

our souls will transition to eternity. 

 

This is a profound mystery worthy of reflection. 

How do we prepare for an existence from a              

lifetime of “instances” to one of “finitude”? In 

our state of eternity, might our souls be                     

tormented by all the “might-have-beens” of our 

earthly existence? 

 

It leads me to reflect on Jesus’ words about build-

ing treasure in heaven from his “Sermon On the 

Mount ”, Matthew 6: 19-20: 

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 

where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 

thieves break through and steal: But lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 

do not break through nor steal.”                                             
(Continued on page 2) 
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What point is Jesus making here? I believe He is 

asking His listeners to lift their sights, motiva-

tions and goals beyond the immediate issues of 

life from minute-to-minute to a longer-range  

horizon: elevating our reason for existence            

beyond what has been called the “pleasure  

principle” to a loftier place--nourishment for  

the soul which we will inhabit for all eternity. 

 

This is a worthy and ancient sentiment reflected 

even in this Aesop fable. 

 

The Ants & the Grasshopper 

 

One bright day in late autumn a family of Ants 

were bustling 

about in the 

warm sunshine, 

drying out the 

grain they had 

stored up during 

the summer, 

when a starving 

Grasshopper, 

his fiddle under 

his arm, came 

up and humbly 

begged for a bite to eat. “What!” cried the Ants 

in surprise, “haven't you stored anything away 

for the winter? What in the world were you doing 

all last summer?” “I didn't                 have time to 

store up any food,” whined the Grasshopper; “I 

was so busy making music that before I knew it 

the summer was gone.” The Ants shrugged their 

shoulders in disgust. “Making music, were you?” 

they cried. “Very well; now dance!” And they 

turned their backs on the Grasshopper and went 

on with                  their work. 

 

There's a time for work and a time for play. 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Many people are defined by their “work”. Some 

of us, when our professional and working-for-

pay lives are over, conclude that our working 

days are over and retirement is our well-

deserved time for rest and play. Well, yes. 

 

However, it is also a time—given all those              

work-day hours that have been freed up—to             

devote time and energy to building treasure in 

heaven; preparing ourselves for eternity. I, for 

one, don’t want to spend my time in eternity              

regretting all the “should haves, could haves 

and would haves” of my earthly existence. 

 

So…as this year 2019 rapidly comes to a close 

and we prepare to celebrate anew the birth of 

our Messiah--heralding another new beginning, 

and a new year with ever-increasing light in our 

days—may we all resolve to lengthen our sights 

in 2020 beyond the  immediate living of every 

second, minute and hour of our days to building 

that treasure in heaven of which Jesus spoke.  

 

You will know what that means when the                  

situation presents itself. 

 

GOD BLESS, 

Pastor Mike 

 

Thanksgiving Eve 

Wednesday, November 27 

 

Dinner and Worship 

including special recognition of 

all our volunteers 

 

6:00pm Dinner 

7:00pm Worship 

Thanksgiving Thanksgiving   
Fellowship and WorshipFellowship and Worship  



 

The Deacons Committee would like to extend a 

warm welcome back to our returning Pilgrim 

Family. We trust you had a most enjoyable    

summer and are doing well.  

 

I would also like to extend an invitation to join       

us in helping to serve our Pilgrim Family every 

Sunday. We are always in need of Greeters              

and Ushers for our Sunday services and most  

especially at our 10:00am service. If this is an 

area that may be of interest to any of you, 

please feel free to contact me or one of the 

other Deacons. You do not have to be a Deacon 

to serve in these functions. You can drop me a 

note in my distribution box in the Church office 

or just place it in the collection plate if you would 

like to know more about how you can be of    

service to our Church family. 

 

Hampton Allen Chairman,  
Deacons Committee  

Diaconate MinistryDiaconate Ministry  

 

Greetings, Pilgrims! 

 

Just a little note to let you know that the        

stewardship campaign is just around the corner. 

The theme of the campaign is “Progression of 

Faith.” You will be receiving a letter with a 

pledge card explaining the campaign. In the 

meantime, your finance ministry is busy working 

on the first draft of next year’s budget. It is 

sometimes a daunting task, but the work of our 

Lord is there and we need to respond. 

 

Once again, I want to thank all of you for your 

generous support over the last year, both         

financially and spiritually. Our church family is a 

direct reflection of our faith, and the strength of 

our faith is evident. 

 

Let me change hats: Pilgrim bells will play      

through the Thanksgiving season. Come hear 

and see the wonderful music they make, all for 

the glory of our Lord. 

 

Hat change: Joyful Noise is rolling along!!!! We 

love our children!!! 

 

Change of hat back to the original: Please join  

us for the annual “Hanging of the Greens” on         

Saturday, November 30, at 11:00am in the       

sanctuary. Last year when we took all the           

decorations down, we took photos. Each bin         

has a photo; therefore, this year, we know         

where everything goes!!!! 

 

We pray that you have a safe and happy  

Thanksgiving holiday. And please remember: 

There are those less fortunate than we, and they 

need our help. 

 

Thank you and God Bless! 

Russ Whittaker, Parish Administrator 

 

We would like to include anyone who is new or 

missed last year on our 2019 Veterans Day tree.  

 

This tree is a prayer list of our Veterans including 

their pictures. Please email or drop off a picture 

(be sure to include the Veteran's name) at the 

church office before Monday, November 7.           

 

Photographs will be scanned and returned. 

Notes From TheNotes From The  
Parish AdministratorParish Administrator  

Veterans TreeVeterans Tree  



 

This group of women has built a rapport 

of thankfulness for individual growth, 

faithful fellowship, and outreach within 

and outside the church. There is room for 

more women to join us as we study, share 

life, and express Christian love. 

 

The next monthly meeting will be Monday,            

November 4, at 10:00am in the Church  

Library. We will continue the study of They 

Were Christians: the inspiring faith of 

Christian men and women who changed 

the world. The author of this series is          

Cristobal Krusen. The life story of                 

Jean-Henri Dunant will be presented.            

Following the meeting, we will share lunch 

a wonderful lunch at Wally’s  Southern 

BBQ, 3591 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte. 

 

SAVE THE DATE of Sunday, November 10, 

from 2:00-4:00 pm for our annual Tea for 

a Cure and Fashion 

show. This fun and 

delicious event is    

co-sponsored by  

Pilgrim Women’s  

Fellowship and the 

Charlotte County     

Relay for Life Grand Team. Support Cancer 

research by filling a table for 8-10 people 

with a donation of $100. 

 

Don’t forget 

your baked 

goods for the 

Family Fun Fest 

on Saturday, 

November 16. 

Pilgrim Women’s Pilgrim Women’s   
FellowshipFellowship 

 

As the Pilgrim Church Chartered Organization 

Representative (COR) I would like to thank             

everyone who 

came to the 

support of our 

Boy Scout 

Troop at their 

Pulled Pork 

Fund raiser on 

Saturday,            

October 12. Many of you came 

out and had a delicious pulled 

pork meal while some purchased 

donation tickets for meals that 

were delivered to the Salvation 

Army for  distribution to the 

needy within our community.  

These young 

men worked 

really hard and 

had a good 

time serving 

everyone. The 

funds raised 

from this fund 

raiser will go 

along way in 

helping to reduce the amount that the scouts 

will have to pay to participate in some of their 

upcoming camping trips and other activities.  

 

The Scouts have several events coming up in  

November to give back to the Church for the 

continued support that they receive from Pilgrim 

Church. Their first event will take place on              

Saturday, November 9, in the form of their            

annual food drive to support our Church Food 

Pantry. On Sunday, November 10, they will be 

doing flag ceremonies at the worship services 

and cooking breakfast to honor our veterans  

between the two services. This is always a fun 

event for everyone. 

Troop Troop --  Pack 351Pack 351  



 

Pilgrim had a surplus of $7,932 for the month, 

mostly attributable to the interest earned on the 

Certificate of Deposit for the Hurricane Deductible 

Reserve. This amounted to $6,722. We also had a 

good month for pledge contributions of $17,048. 

Remember, based on budget, we need $19,666 in 

revenues just to cover our fixed costs (keeping the 

lights on). Our pledge contributions are $20,083 

below budget for the period January - September. 

Hopefully we will exceed our budget the last 3 

months of the year. Consider making payments 

online via our website if you are not able to be in 

church. While you may process a transaction by 

yourself, instructions on how to use it are available 

in the Narthex and Church Office and on the 

church website. 

 

2020Vision received contributions of $13,829, 

slightly ahead of the August amount of $12,949. 

The balance of the mortgage is $123,285. Our    

total mortgage payments from Vision2020 are 

now $130,000. The balance of pledges due for the 

remainder of the campaign is $215,484. We have a 

balance in the Fund of $65,347. Please continue 

supporting this so we are able to pay off our  

mortgage soon. 

 

Pilgrim is looking for a new Assistant Treasurer. 

This is a critical position in our internal control 

process as it is responsible for monthly cash 

reconciliations performed independently of the 

Treasurer, who records all financial transactions in 

our system. If you are interested, please contact 

the Church Office or Don Anderson, Moderator. 

 

The Finance Ministry as been depleted by                   

resignations. We need your support and participa-

tion in setting financial priorities and managing 

the finances of Pilgrim Church. If you wish to join, 

please contact the Church Office or Don Anderson,  

Moderator. 

 

Paul Whittaker 

  
Keep The Lights OnKeep The Lights On  

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
General Fund        Sept Annual 

       Actual Budget 

Pledge Offerings $148,842 $225,000 

Loose Offerings $  18,093 $  37,500 
 

Missions 

Pledges  $35,981 $ 54,200 

Mission Payouts $30,807 $ 54,200 
 
 

 

Mortgage Balance            $123,285 
 

2020Vision 

Campaign Pledges  $769,549 

Total Cash Receipts    554,065 

Balance of Pledges due $215,484 

Pay off the mortgage on  

the Education Building at Pilgrim Church. 

 

There are 6 months remaining in the three-year 

Capital Campaign and much, much accomplish-

ment has been seen. Use the pink envelope in the 

pew to help meet this final goal. 

 

“And what if with God’s power working in us, He 

were to do much, much more than anything we 

can ask or think of?” -Ephesians 3:20 



 

The Food Pantry for the Month of September 

served 75 families which included 179 adults 

and 71 children. The total expenses for             

September were $742.82. 

 

The upcoming month of November we will              

be very busy with two food drives and meals for 

Thanksgiving.  

 

For Thanksgiving we will be handing out Turkey 

vouchers and the Fixings. We are asking for         

donations for the fixings and monetary               

donations for the Turkeys. Donations for the 

Turkeys can be designated on your envelope as 

“Food Pantry” or sent to the church office.  

 

The Food Pantry is being blessed by the Boy 

Scouts on Saturday, November 9, with their      

annual food 

drive. A special 

thank you to 

Boy Scout Troop 

351 for all their 

help filling our 

food pantry 

shelves. If you 

would like to help sort out the food the scouts 

collect, please join us that Saturday at 11:00 am.  

 

The Joyful Noise is also, holding a food drive for 

our pantry. Their drive concludes on Friday,       

November 15. We can use help this day, also. 

We will be sorting out food at 10:00 am on that 

Friday. Afterwards we will also be filling the 

Thanksgiving Fixings bags. If you have time to 

help, it will be much appreciated. 

 

Thanking you again for your food and generous 

monetary donations to our Food Pantry. It is 

very rewarding to serve our neighbors in need.  

 

God Bless You. 

Gerry and Karen Ahlgrim 

Pilgrim Food PantryPilgrim Food Pantry  Thanksgiving MumsThanksgiving Mums  

 

Available this year for $9.00. You may indicate a 

purchase in memory of, honor of or to the Glory 

of God.  

 

Mums may be picked up after the church service 

on Thanksgiving Eve service.  

 

Return this form with payment to the Church 

office or place it in the offering plate by                  

November 11. 

 

Name ___________________________________________ 

 

No. of mums : ____   

 

Dedicated to ________________________________ 

Dedicated   

 

Dedicated to ____________________________________ 

Dedicated   

  in Memory of      

  In Honor of       

  To the Glory of God 

  Deliver to Shut-In  

  Will pick up  

  in Memory of      

  In Honor of       

  To the Glory of God 

  Deliver to Shut-In  

  Will pick up  



 

The holidays are quickly approaching, our gifted 

teachers are preparing, and the children are 

singing in the hallways. We kick off the Holiday 

season with our annual Food Drive that starts 

on November 4 and runs until November 15. 

 

This year we are celebrating Christmas a little 

differently. The Christmas Program will be on a 

Thursday December 5, at 5:00 pm. Dinner with 

Santa will be in the Community Center immedi-

ately following the program. We are hoping that 

by combining the two events it will be easier for 

families to attend both events during this busy 

season. We hope to see you there! 

 

Cynthia Poudrette, Director of Joyful Noise 

R E S C U E . R E S T O R E .  

E D U C A T E . P R E V E N T . 

 

Wings of Shelter Int'l, Inc. is a faith-based team 

dedicated to the intervention and prevention of 

child sex trafficking across our city, country and 

globe. We offer restoration, rehabilitation and 

safe harbor housing to minor female survivors 

of trafficking while fighting against the factors 

that encourage trafficking to thrive. We hope 

through education and community awareness to 

prevent victimization from occurring before it is 

too late. We believe that Together, We Can Make 

a Difference in the fight against slavery, injustice 

and violence - and we hope that you will join us! 

 

Wings of Shelter currently operates Safe Houses 

in Southwest Florida for minor females rescued 

out of domestic sex trafficking. Our goal is to 

care for survivors through a victim’s centered, 

non-punitive approach. 

 

We work to empower and encourage our clients 

academically, emotionally, spiritually and socially 

to help them heal from the complex trauma they 

have endured and move toward independence. 

Residents of our program receive trauma fo-

cused mental health counseling, medical care, 

private schooling, tutoring, the opportunity to 

pursue extracurricular hobbies, part-time jobs 

and re-socialization through our volunteer big 

sister program.  

 

In conjunction with our Safe Houses, we offer an 

education program to raise awareness and train 

individuals to join the fight against human traf-

ficking. Our goal is to increase victim identifica-

tion and to equip community members and 

trained professionals to provide adequate help 

and services.  

November November   
Mission MomentMission Moment  

Pastor Search Update, 10/22/2019 

 

Fellow Pilgrims, I am pleased to say that your 

Search Committee has talked to nine very well 

qualified applicants.  From that group we picked 

three for further interviews this week and next.   

All three are well qualified to fill the role of our 

permanent pastor. 

 

Therefore, we are close to filling this all-

important position for the Pilgrim Community. 

 

More on this as it happens. 
 

Don Anderson, Moderator 

Search CommitteeSearch Committee  



Pilgrim United Church of Christ invites you 

to a FREE Family Fun Fest! 
 

November 16, 2019 from 10 am to 2 pm 
 

Come One Come All! 

Stop by for Hotdogs, Hamburgers,               

Popcorn, Snow Cones, Music, Bounce 

Houses, Dunking Tank, Games, Bake Sale 

and Much, Much More!! 
 

Come out and make memories at this free Family Fun Fest!  
 

24515 Rampart Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

941-629-2633   www.pilgrimonline.org 

Pilgrim Church 
 





 

It might seem by now that your Moderator has a 

one track mind talking about volunteerism and 

stewardship the last two months. 

 

He does. 

 

Pilgrim is a complex faith based business!  We 

do not sell a product.  The latest style of any-

thing has no meaning for us.  We depend on 

your commitment to your faith and your God to 

keep going.  Stewardship and volunteerism are 

just two of the ways that you can make your 

commitment to God and that Faith.  Your Pro-

gression of Faith will determine to what extent 

you support your God and his work. 

 

Pilgrim would hope that you would not only sup-

port the Church and its missions through your 

financial giving but also give of your time and 

talent. 

 

Remember it is your church, but it is God’s work 

that we do! 

 

Remember that when it is time to pledge for 

next year. 
 

Don Anderson, Moderator 

Moderator’s Moderator’s   
CommentsComments  

 

Meals cost $5 for adults and $2 for children.              

All meals are accompanied by salad, bread,  

drink and dessert. This ministry depends on          

ample volunteers to prep, cook, and clean up 

afterwards. Stop by the kitchen window and            

find a way to get involved!  

 

11/6: Fried Chicken, Red Skin Potatoes, Veggie 

 

11/13: Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes with Gravy,                

and Vegetable 

 

11/20: Spaghetti with Meatballs  

 

11/27: Soup and Sandwiches 

Wednesday MenuWednesday Menu  

November 11-13, 2019 

Schedule your appointment now! 

Transportation is available! 

Christmas 2019Christmas 2019  
  

Mark your calendars!Mark your calendars!  

  

Saturday, November 30, 11:00 amSaturday, November 30, 11:00 am  

Hanging of the GreensHanging of the Greens  

  

Thursday, December 5, 5:00 pmThursday, December 5, 5:00 pm  

Joyful Noise Christmas Program & DinnerJoyful Noise Christmas Program & Dinner  

  

Sunday, December 8, 8:00 amSunday, December 8, 8:00 am  

CantataCantata  

  

Sunday, December 15, 11:00 amSunday, December 15, 11:00 am  

Going Christmas CarolingGoing Christmas Caroling  

  

Tuesday, December 24Tuesday, December 24  

Christmas Eve ServiceChristmas Eve Service  



 

2 

Lynne Leroy, Janet Parent 

4 

Joyce Faber, Lisa Noles 

5 

John Biluk 

6 

Louise Timchak, Doug Yokom 

7 

Carol Mills 

8 

Justin Monroe 

9 

Eileen Murray 

10 

Charles Bratton, Bert Scott, Dave Thompson 

11 

Maxine Wilson 

15 

Sarah Cutrone, Don Janis 

18 

Enzo Raia, Carolyn Switzer 

19 

Kathie Nicolas 

24 

Helen Phillips, Danny Wineland 

28 

Steve Goettler 

29 

Jim Wright 

November BirthdaysNovember Birthdays  

 
A Personal Season of Gratitude 

 

 

 

November 3 - Remind me to say “Thank You” when God blesses me with good things. 

November 10 - Show me opportunities this week to say “Thank You” to others                                             

who have enriched my life. 

November 17 - Direct my thinking to cultivate an attitude of gratitude. 

November 24 - Lead me to say “Thank You” with gifts of my time, talent, and personality. 

Pilgrim Church 
A Congregation of  

The United Church of Christ 
24515 Rampart Boulevard, 

Port Charlotte, FL 33980 

941-629-2633 

www.pilgrimonline.org  

office@pilgrimonline.org 
 

Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday, 9 am - 2 pm 

 
“To Help People KNOW Christ  Personally and 

GROW in Their Faith.” 
Worship, Fellowship, Discipleship,  

Ministry and Evangelism 
 

Rev. Michael Robinson, Interim Pastor & Teacher 

Rev. Ken Ewing, Associate Pastor 

All Members, Ministers 

Russ Whittaker, Administrator & Bell Choir Director 

Darryl Johnson, Choir Director 

Mona Johnson, Organist  

Patrick & Marilyn Randall, Worship Leaders 

Jessica Warne, Sunday School Director 

Doug Yokom, Maintenance 

Cat Foster, Administrative Assistant 

 

Joyful Noise Learning Center 
Cynthia Poudrette, Director of Joyful Noise 

941-629-4821, www.joyfulnoiselc.org 

 

Full Contemporary Services are  available to view 

online at: 
 

https://vimeo.com/channels/pilgrimonline  

Pilgrim Prayer FocusPilgrim Prayer Focus  

https://vimeo.com/channels/pilgrimonline


Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever. 
-1 Chronicles 16:34 (NIV)  


